
TUM Graduate School
Technische Universität München

Sept 26th 2017

Survey for TUM doctoral students 2017



TUM Graduate School
Technische Universität München

Participation in Survey 2017

TUM-GS Graduate Council | Survey 2017 |  Version Date: 26.09.2017

AR
25 CH

84

EI
85

IN
91

BGU
62

MW
138ISAM

32

MED
57

PH
82

SG
20

EDU
23

SOM
33

GZW
140

MCTS
10

MSE
16 IGSSE

27
HELENA

32

Graduate Centers

41%

25%

27%

31%

28%

24%

44%

18%

28%

32%

47%

23%

30%

37%
39%

27%

17%

27%

36%

21% 20%

24% 24%

15%

35%

13%

26%
27%

32%

15%

21%

37%
39%

18%

13%

20%

0,00

0,10

0,20

0,30

0,40

0,50

0,60

% of DocGS Members % of TUM PhDs

Number of participants: 1000
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- 26% are employed on TVL-13 with 65% or less (30% in 2014)
- Strongly heterogenous among faculties
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Please indicate your main source of financing

Research associate (TVL-13 66-100%) Research associate (TVL-13 51-65%)

Research associate (TVL-13 26-50%) Scholarship

Full external employment related to the doctoral degree Private financing, e.g. self-employment

Other (all less indicated classes summed up)
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Financial Situation (2)
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- ~30% has less than 1500€ available (44% in 2014)
- ~25% require an additional income

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

How much money do you have available 
net per month?

>2500 € 2000-2499 € 1500-1999 € 

1000-1499 € 500-999 € <500 €
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Do you need further sources of income aside from your 
main source to assure your livelihood?

Yes No
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Overall Contentment
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- 48% says supervision is „very good“ or „rather good“ (16% in 2014)
- 64% would start PhD again in same setting (56% in 2014)
- At least 11% would chose another chair
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Please state, how satisfied you are with 
your overall supervision

Very well Rather well Sufficient

Rather poor Very poor Not applicable
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Would you decide again for doing a 
doctorate?

Yes Yes, but not at TUM Yes, but not at the same institute Unsure No
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Supervision Time
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- Mentor and collegues are important for supervision
- 22% do not meet any supervisor for a quarter
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How high do you estimate the proportion of 
supervision of your doctoral degree by the 

people/groups listed below? 
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Primary supervisor

More than once per week Once per week Several times per quarter

Once per quarter Less than once per quarter

134

208

321

129

89

Person with the above-mentioned 
highest proportion of supervision

More than once per week Once per week Several times per quarter

Once per quarter Less than once per quarter
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Enrollment as student
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- For scholarship holders enrollment is very important
- Over 60% would prefer enrollment for more than 3 years
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Are you currently enrolled as a student?

Yes No
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How important is  ...?

student enrollment for your financial situation during your doctorate - % Of 
highest 2 values on 5 point importance scale

it be for your doctorate to be enrolled as a student for more than 3 years - % Of 
highest 2 values on 5 point importance scale
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Motives for joining a TUM doctorate
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- Important motives for PhDs are interesting topics, education and improving 
(non scientific) occupational outlook 

- Most important factor for joining TUM is the individual chairs research topic
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What has motivated you to do a 
doctorate? (Multiple answers possible)
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What were the 3 most important factors for your 
decision to do your doctorate at TUM?
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Career Options for PhDs
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- Most PhDs want to do a career in industry
- PhDs feel worst prepared for commerce career and best for science/academia
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What career path would be 
interesting for you after your 
doctorate? (multiple answers 

possible)

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Academic career

Public service

Self-employment/ Freelancer

Launching a company/start-up

Industry

Science

Economy

Commerce

Associations

Other

TUM

How well do you feel prepared by TUM for the 
chosen career path?

Very poor Rather poor Sufficient Rather well Very well
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Challenges for PhDs (1)
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- Funding extension and continuous funding are not always given
- Children and pregnancy seem to impair the everyday work
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Totally agree Agree Partially agree Disagree Totally disagree
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Challenges for PhDs (2)
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- Medical examinations are not widely known or used
- Lab insurance is not sufficiently acquired
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My research 
results in 

general are 
published on 
my behalf (as 

part of an 
authorship).

In general, 
only authors 

with a 
substantial 
contribution 

are listed in my 
publications.

Requests for 
feedback to 

project work or 
publications 

are responded 
to by primary 
supervisor in 

an appropriate 
timeframe 

(considering 
the doctorate's 

progress).

I know the 
principles of 

good scientific 
practice.

I apply the 
principles of 

good scientific 
practice to my 
everyday work.

In my research 
group good 

scientific 
practice is 

highly valued.

My 
cooperation 
projects (if 

existing) are 
supporting my 

doctorate.

I have received 
sufficient 

safety 
instructions, for 
the laboratory 
work required 

of me.

I regularly 
undergo an 
occupational 

medical check 
corresponding 
to the risks of 
my everyday 

work.

I’m insured for 
my everyday 
work by an 
appropriate 

liability 
insurance 
covering 

laboratory 
equipment.

Totally agree Agree Partially agree Disagree Totally disagree


